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- Mr.Krishnan Mahadevan 

 

Krishnan Mahadevan, popularly known as the "Idly King of Bangalore," delivered an inspiring talk at 
TEDxNHCE. His journey is a testament to the transformative power of following one's passion. Born into a 
family with a rich culinary heritage, Mahadevan initially chose a conventional career path in finance. 
However, his deep-seated love for food, particularly idlis—a staple South Indian dish—beckoned him to 
take a significant leap of faith. 

In his talk, Mahadevan recounted his early life and the pivotal moments that led to his career shift. Despite 
having a stable and successful career in finance, he felt a persistent void, a sense of unfulfillment that he 
couldn't ignore. This realization pushed him to revisit his family's idli business, which had been a beloved 
but small-scale operation in Bangalore. 

Mahadevan spoke passionately about the challenges he faced during this transition. Leaving a secure job in 
finance was daunting, not just because of the financial risks, but also due to the societal expectations and 
personal doubts. However, his conviction in his decision was unwavering. He believed that true success lies 
in doing what one loves, a philosophy that became the cornerstone of his entrepreneurial journey. 

One of the key aspects Mahadevan highlighted was the importance of innovation and quality in business. 
When he took over the family business, he didn't just continue the legacy; he revolutionized it. He 
introduced modern business practices, stringent quality controls, and innovative marketing strategies to 
transform "Iyer Idly" into a brand synonymous with quality and taste. His efforts paid off, and the business 
grew exponentially, earning him the moniker "Idly King." 

Mahadevan also emphasized the role of perseverance and adaptability in achieving success. He shared 
anecdotes of the initial struggles—days when customer turnout was low, and the financial returns were 
meager. Yet, his passion for making high-quality idlis kept him going. He constantly sought feedback and 
adapted his business model to meet the changing demands of the market. This relentless pursuit of 
excellence and customer satisfaction became a defining feature of his brand. 

In addition to his entrepreneurial journey, Mahadevan touched upon the personal growth he experienced 
through this venture. The shift from a corporate job to running a food business brought him closer to his 
roots and allowed him to connect with people on a more personal level. He described the joy of seeing 
satisfied customers and the pride in carrying forward a family tradition as immeasurable rewards that no 
corporate job could offer. 

 



Mahadevan's story is not just about business success; it's about finding one's true calling and the courage to 
pursue it. He encouraged the audience to introspect and identify what truly makes them happy. According to 
him, passion combined with perseverance can lead to unparalleled success and fulfillment. 

In conclusion, Krishnan Mahadevan's TEDx talk at NHCE was a powerful narrative of passion, resilience, 
and innovation. His journey from a finance professional to a culinary entrepreneur serves as an inspiration to 
many aspiring entrepreneurs. His message was clear: success is not just about financial gains but about 
finding joy and purpose in what one does. Through his story, Mahadevan exemplified that when passion 
meets perseverance, the results can be extraordinary. 
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In addition to his entrepreneurial journey, Mahadevan touched upon the personal growth he experienced 
through this venture. The shift from a corporate job to running a food business brought him closer to his 
roots and allowed him to connect with people on a more personal level. He described the joy of seeing 
satisfied customers and the pride in carrying forward a family tradition as immeasurable rewards that no 
corporate job could offer.Mahadevan's story is not just about business success; it's about finding one's true 
calling and the courage to pursue it. He encouraged the audience to introspect and identify what truly makes 
them happy. According to him, passion combined with perseverance can lead to unparalleled success and 
fulfillment.In conclusion, Krishnan Mahadevan's TEDx talk at NHCE was a powerful narrative of passion, 
resilience, and innovation. His journey from a finance professional to a culinary entrepreneur serves as an 
inspiration to many aspiring entrepreneurs. His message was clear: success is not just about financial gains 
but about finding joy and purpose in what one does. Through his story, Mahadevan exemplified that when 
passion meets perseverance, the results can be extraordinary. In his TEDxNHCE talk titled "Unveiling Bliss: 
Navigating Contentment while Pursuing Your Dreams," Krishnan Mahadevan explores the profound journey 
of leaving a secure career in finance to embrace his passion for food and become an entrepreneur. 
Mahadevan, known as the "Idly King of Bangalore," shares how he revitalized his family's idli business, Iyer 
Idly, by introducing modern practices and focusing on quality and innovation.Mahadevan begins his talk by 
reflecting on his early life, where he followed a conventional path by pursuing a career in finance. Despite 
achieving professional success, he felt a persistent sense of unfulfillment, a void that his corporate job could 
not fill. This internal conflict led him to reconsider his life choices and rediscover his passion for food, 
particularly idlis—a staple South Indian dish his family had been making for generations.The turning point 
in Mahadevan's life came when he decided to leave his stable job and take a leap of faith into the culinary 
world. He discussed the initial challenges he faced, including societal expectations, personal doubts, and 
financial risks. However, his unwavering belief in the power of following one's true calling kept him 
motivated. Mahadevan emphasized that success is not solely measured by financial gains but by the 
fulfillment and joy that comes from pursuing one's passion.One of the key themes of Mahadevan's talk is 
innovation. When he took over the family business, he didn't just continue the legacy; he transformed it. He 
implemented stringent quality controls, modernized business practices, and developed innovative marketing 
strategies to build a brand that stood out in the competitive food industry. His dedication to maintaining high 
standards and continually improving the product quality played a crucial role in the business's 
success.Mahadevan also highlighted the importance of perseverance and adaptability. He shared anecdotes 
of the early days when customer turnout was low, and financial returns were modest. Despite these setbacks, 
his passion for making high-quality idlis fueled his perseverance. He sought feedback, adapted his business 
model to meet market demands, and remained committed to delivering the best product possible. This 
relentless pursuit of excellence became a hallmark of his entrepreneurial journey. 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 












