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A Faster Way to Get to a Clean Energy Future

- Mr. Ramez Naam

Date: 18 October 2024
Venue: B-205 Faculty Coordinator
Timings: 03:00PM - 04:00 PM Mrs. Kavitha C H

- Mr. Ramez Naam

Ramez Naam is an American technologist, science fiction writer, and expert on
energy and the environment. He is best known for the Nexus Trilogy, a series that
delves into the potential and risks of human mind-linking technology. Naam has
also written non-fiction works such as The Infinite Resource: The Power of Ideas
on a Finite Planet and More than Human: Embracing the Promises of Biological
Enhancement. He currently serves as co-chair for energy and the environment at
Singularity University and is an adjunct professor at the institution, lecturing on
energy, environment, and innovation.

Born in Cairo, Egypt to a Coptic Christian family, Naam immigrated to the United
States at the age of three. He had a distinguished 13-year career at Microsoft,
leading teams that developed key technologies like Outlook, Internet Explorer, and
Bing. In addition to his tech career, Naam has also worked as a lifeguard,
showcasing his diverse life experiences.



Throughout his career, Naam has made numerous media appearances, including
on MSNBC, Yahoo! Finance, and Reuters.FM. His work has been featured or
reviewed by major publications like The New York Times, The Wall Street
Journal, and Wired. His book Nexus was recognized as one of NPR’s best books
of 2013, highlighting his significant impact on both technology and
science fiction.

SUMMARY:

The video talks about clean energy technologies and their cost decline. It mentions
that the cost of solar power has dropped by a factor of 40 over the last few decades.
The cost of wind has dropped almost as much. It also mentions that the cost of
batteries that power electric vehicles and grid energy storage has dropped at the
same pace or faster than the pace of solar. The speaker argues that we need to build
out the grid to achieve a faster transition to clean energy. He also mentions that
the Inflation Reduction Act may not manifest if we can't accelerate the pace of
building transmission.

Key ideas included:

-The cost of clean energy technologies has declined exponentially over the last
few decades.

-Clean energy is a technology and it drops in cost like technology as they are
scaled.

-We need to build out the grid to achieve a faster transition to clean energy.

-The Inflation Reduction Act may not manifest if we can't accelerate the pace of
building transmission.

-A deal that makes it easier to build even if to get that bill passed, we need to make
it a bit easier to build some fossil infrastructure.
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